INTRODUCTION
Varroa jacobsoni Oudemans is a mite ectoparasite of honey bees that is found throughout Europe and Asia. Its potentially devastating impact on apiculture should neither be ignored nor underestimated in those countries where infestations already occur (D E J ONG et al., 1982) . Countries such as the United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand fortunate enough to be free from infestation must not become complacent but must participate actively in cooperative efforts for the study, containment, and elimination of this serious threat to world agriculture. In this regard, the European Economic Community (EEC) countries have taken the lead in a coordinated research effort to study both the basic and applied aspects of this problem (C AVALLORO , 1983 ; G RIFFITHS et al., 1983) .
Because of the unique biology of this parasite, adequate study of its behavior has been greatly impaired. It is extremely difficult to study feeding, mating, and ovipositing behavior when the organism is sealed in an opaque cell sequestered within a bee hive. Therefore, researchers worldwide would benefit if large numbers of standardized, laboratory-reared mites of all stages could be produced. The Mites were given the free choice of either artificial diet or a 6-11 day old pupa in the base of the queen cell. Mites were first placed on the pupa, then the nitex barrier was removed, allowing the mite to move frccly between the pupa and sac filled with artificial diet. 
